Copeland ASC produced both winners in the boys SKINS events at the recent Ulverston Sprint Gala held at Kendal Leisure Centre. The SKINS is a competition where the top six finishers in the Individual Medley race go forward into a swim off for cash prizes. The first stroke swam is drawn from a hat by the referee and the swimmer finishing in last place drops out. Swimmers are then allowed three minutes rest while the stroke for the next race is drawn and this continues until you have a winner. The 9 to11 year-old event was won against all odds by 10 year-old Issac Hinde who found himself on three occasions swimming Breaststroke, his weakest stroke, and against older boys. In the 12/over event the draw for strokes was much kinder to 15 year-old Scott Bailey who avoided his weak stroke Butterfly and battled his way to victory with the added excitement of a dead heat in the penultimate race. In the regular events Copeland swimmers continued their good early season form with several age group winners including 9 year-old Rebecca Wilson in her first competitive gala. Rebecca collected the Girls 50m Breaststroke and 50m Backstroke trophies with 14 year-old Becky Walley beating several older girls to win the 100m Freestyle. In the boys events Scott Bailey added the 100m Freestyle,100m Breaststroke and the 200m Individual Medley age group titles to his SKINS success and Issac Hinde followed his SKINS  with wins in the 50m Butterfly and 50m Freestyle events. The other Copeland winners were 9 year-old Adam Metcalf in the 50m Breaststroke and 100m Individual Medley events  and Jack Kellet in the 9 year-old 50m Butterfly. Copeland coach Julie Walley thanked all the swimmers for their effort on the day and is looking forward to further success in the build up to the county championships next March.
